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TvzsDar, Septembey 11. 


T two o'clock, P. M. Brother Thomas Baldwin, by appoint- | 
ment, preached the introductory Sermon from Luke Xii. 32. 
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FS 25 not, little flock, for it is your Father”s good pleaſure to give you the 


| tingdom. 


2. Choſe Brother Thomas an, Moderator, and 880 Graf. 


ton, Cle J K. 


3. Read letters from the churches. 


NM. B. The names of ordained Miniſters are in ſmall capitals. 


Licenſed preachers in Italic. Miniſters with this mark + were not 


| preſent. 


f Churches q 
iſt, Boſton, 


2d. Boſton, 


*Bellingham, 
Haverhill, 


Warren, 


222 & Meſengers. 


- +SamvzL Srek Man, 
Daniel Wild, 

John Carter. 

Tromas BALDWwIN, 
Jacob Holland. 


a Suiru. 
tLuTHER Bakr. 


uſt, Middleborough, Isaac Backus, 


2d. Middlebor 


*Charlton, 
Royalſton, 

* Wrentham, 
South Brimfield, 
Attleborough, 


*Wilbraham, 
*Woodftock, 


 *Chelmsford, 
Barnſtable, 


zh, EBtnEzEr FlinDs. 
3d. Middleborough, SAMUEL NELSON, 


Aſael Shaw. 


El:tha Clark, 
Nath. Barrows. 


of 
+WilLLiam WILLIAMS. 
FEL1Jan CoDDING. 


William Collier. 
TSern CLARK. 
Robert Stanton. 
+Joyun Pzcxens. 
Exocn ELlpgince, 
Benjamin Hallet, 
Gorham Lovell, 


Jonathan Lewis. 
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| Churches thns marked * we had no information from this 
h 8 Vacant churches diſtinguiſned by a daſh — —. | 
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9 E 
Churches. Miniſters & Meſſengers, NIS | 
Ft W E 
*New-Salem, ＋Jos ian Oxcurr, ; B > 41 
*Leiceſter, — 42 
Freetown.!/ÿ—ł | | 20 
*Medfield, — — n 
I Eaward Clark. i 
Harwich, ABNER Lewis, . 2 | 2 1| 79 
Deacon Chace, 2 | 
5 Deacon Smith, =! 
Harvard, TIsaIAH Parkes. | | 2} xj [21s 
Newton,  Josten GRAT TON, I | 1} 100 
3 zdward Hall. 13. "= 
*Salem (N. H.) --4:4-4:4 14 
*Northbridge, +Joan Coorrxs. £3 3.4-+ LG 
*Cambr. & Woburn, TELIAS SMITH. 44:44 82 
* Aſhburnham, — — 5 | 57 
Providence, +FSTEPHEN GANO. 1 31 1 4/207 
Sturbridge, Ztexas L. Leonard. | 2 5 1127 
* Templeton, — — : | $4 f 123 
New-Rowley, SHUBAEL LoveLL, 1 21 31 1 2 44. | 
Joſeph Goodridge. | + Rings 
| Bridgewater, Grone Ronmmson, | | of | | 47 
e 0 2 Reed, © | * 
ames Perkins, ; 1 ? 
Ephraim Willis. 1-14 3-4- 
*Weſton, — [ 1 | 18 
* Randolph, Jol Bides. 1 48 
*Carver, — — ED $4 50 
* Hollis, — | IF 
*Marſbfield, ————_ 4+ 14.4 7-us 
*Hardwick, — — „ 1 1 39 
 *Belcherton, TSAMUEL BiGELOW. | | | 1 30 
* 1K. Sutton, DV RATRZU NS. | | | 57 
ad. Sutton, tWm. BaTCHELDER | 53 
Danvers, . — 18] | |. | $8 
| | | 13 7 
Total 32013] 9,2203422 


4. As the Brethren who were appointed to write the Circular 


and Correſponding Letters failed in preparing them; Voted, that 


Brother Grafton and Dr. Lovell be appointed to write the former, 

and Brother Baldwin the latter. api 
5. Received and read letters from the low Afſociations. 

From 'the Stonington, letter and minutes, by their meſſenger, Brother 


Pardon Tillinghaſt. From the Bowdoinham, minutes and letter; 
but no meſſenger. From the Weodſtock, letter and minutes, by the 
hand of Brother Eliſha Andrews. Brother Otis Robinſon, the meſſen- 
2 rk os 


* 


r 14 che New-Hampſhire Aſſociation, was Jetalncd © on the; ond bf © 


an unfavourable incident, which prevented our receiving either their 
minutes or letter. The minutes and letter, from the Shaftſburyß 


Aſſociation, were received; but no meſſenger. 
Adjourned until eight o clock to. morrow morning; concluded by 
rayer. 


 Vermon in the evening by Brother Grafton, from Eccle. Xit, 12. 


' Wepxesbay MogrninG,. September 12. 


At eight o'clock, Brother Zenas L. Leonard preached from 
Rev. ii. 4. After which, prayer introductory to buſineſs was made 
by the Clerk, and proceeded as follows. 

6. Received and read a letter ſigned by Daniel Hicks, and 


Joſeph Pierce, in behalf of a number of Baptiſt Churches called the 


Groton Conference, wiſhing to open a correſpondence with us: 
7. Voted, To ſend meſſengers to the Groton Conference agreea- 


bly to their requeſt, hoping it may be a mean of promoting Chriſtian 
candour, and of mutual advantage. | 


8, Appointed Brother Zenas 1. Leonard to write the Circular 
Letter for neut year. | 
9. Appointed Brother William Collier to prepare the correſ- 


W Letter. | | 
Appointed Meſſengers to correſponding Aſſociations. On 


rpm, of the fever at Philadelphia, omitted ſending 4 meſſengers 
to that Aſſociation. To the Shaftſbury, appointed Elder Samuel 
Bigelow. To the Stonington, Brethren Joſeph Grafton, and Zenas 
L. Leonard. To the New-York, William Collier. To the New- 


Hampſhire, Meſſrs. Andrews, E. Smith, and Lovell. Bowdoinham, 
Elias Smith. To the Groton Conference, Meſſrs. Hinds, Baldwin, 


and Gano. 
11. Appottced Dr. Stillman, Dr. Smith, Mr. Backus, Mr. Bald- 
win and Mr. Grafton, a committee, to whom any perſons taxed to 


religious teachers of other denominations, whom they 8 not chooſe 


to hear, may apply for advice. 

12. Voted, That it be earneſtly recommended to * ſeveral 
Churches, chat they have a contribution for aſſiſting the ſociety in 
Harwich, who have loſt ſeveral hundreds of dollars in property taken 
from them, and in attempting to recover it by law have expended ſev- 
eral hundreds more. It is hoped the Churches will not be inatten- 
tive to this requeſt, and that they forward their collections to the 


next Aſſociation. 
Iz. Recommended to 85 Churches, that they colle& for the Ed- 
; ucation Fund. 


14 Choſe Mr. James Harriſon, and Deacon Daniel Wild, 
Truſtees of the Baptiſt Education Society, in the room of Rev. Thomas 
Green, reſigned, and Deacon Richard Gridley, deceaſed. 

15. Appointed Meſſrs. Grafton, Holland, and Wild, a commit- 
tee, to receive and diſtribute the money collected for the widows of 
miniſters deceaſed, Adjourngd 
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Adjourned 1 until two 0 dock; prayer by brother Tillinghatt 


WeDxEsDar, Two o'CLock. 
Miet according to adjournment. 1 
; 16. Read and accepted the Circular Letter, prepared by Meſſrs, 
Grafton and Lovell. , 
17. Read and accepted the Correſponding Letter, prepared by - «1 
Brother Baldwin. | 
18. Agreed to the en ſupplies. 
Mr. Lovell, 4th. Lord's Day in October. 
Danvers, | 11 Andiews, 2d. in January. | 
N Mr. Samuel Nelſon, laſt in May. N 


| | Mr.'Read, Iſt. in October. ; 
_ Attleborough, if Samuel Nelſon, 1ſt. in November. 
8 2 Mr. Daniel Hicks, 3d. in February ' p 
Framingham | Mr, Read, 2d. in October. 
{| Yociety, Mr. Lovell, 1ſt. in May. 
-| 19. Voted, to hold our next Aſſociation at the ſecond Baptif 
i | Meeting-houle in Middleborough, the Tueſday after the firſt Wednel- 
1 day in September, 1799, at two o'clock, P. K. 
J 20. Appointed Brother Joſeph Grafton to preach the intro- 
|| ductory Sermon, and in caſe of failure, Brother George Robinſon. 
| The buſineſs being finiſhed at four o' clock, the Moderator concluded 
[| Fo by prayer. Immediately after, Brother Andrews preached from 
{7 og xiv. 22; and in the evening Nedber N Ray Relations 
LE 1. 


CIRCULAR LETTER. 


5 The ELDERS and MESSENGERS 2 4% ſeveral CHURCHES - 


1 met in AssociarioN at Barnſtable, ane 1 1 and 12155 3798, 
| ſend Chriſtian Salutation. 


BELOVED BRETHREN, 

HROUGH the tender mercy of God, we * been ated 

with another of our anniverſary ſeaſons ; and it would have 
afforded us peculiar pleaſare, had we ſeen more of our miniſtering 
1 brethren, and to have obtained Particular information from the 
7 as Churches. 
1 Suffer us, Brethren, to call your attention to the importance of | 
holding faſt the profeſſion of our faith. We live at a period in which 
infidelity prevails ; when iniquity abounds ; when looſe principles in 
matters of religion greatly increaſe, and the judgments of Heaven 
| | impend over our country. Are not theſe important conſiderations | 
| to ſtimulate the Chriſtian to hold faſt his profeſſion ; to ſtand firm in 
the belief of the important zruths of revealed religion; to maintain the 

glorious doctrines of grace; to imbibe and exhibit the tempers of the 

| great Redeemer, and to live in uniform obedience to all his com- 
mands ? | 


© Tre 
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True vellgion ls uniform; it is ever the ſame. S is human nature. 


Therefore, the objections againſt, and the difficulties attending it, 


have recently left theſe mortal ſhores, and, we truſt, through grace, 


will be ever the ſame. Though circumſtances may vary, and the 


enemy may attack under new, and different forms; yet from the 


ſame ſource, viz. the depravity of the human heart, will the Goſpel 
be oppoſed ; and man, while under the influence of his native tem- 
per, will erideavour, by all his wit and invention, to invalidate the 
authenticity of Divine Revelation, to ſubſtitute ſome ſyſtem, which 
would rob God of his glory, and indulge man in pride. 

This, Brethren, is the radical cauſe of all the corrupt, vile, and op- 
preſſive ſyſtems of religion, which have been, or are now in our 
world. The religion of Jeſus Chriſt is ſo calculated to ſtain the 


pride of man, that he makes every objection that unſanctified reaſon can 


invent; and ever will, until, by the irreſiſtible power of divine grace, 
his heart is renewed, and he cordially accepts and admires the doc- 
trine of the croſs. Who, Brethren, will vindicate the cauſe of the 
dear Redeemer, will maintain his viſible kingdom, and ſhew their 
attachment to, and zeal for him, if thoſe who have profeſſed his name 


do not? Was there ever a day ſince the firſt ſettlement of our coun- 


try when the friends of revealed religion have had greater occaſion 
to exert their ſtrength and influence, to ſupport the cauſe of Chriſt- 
ianity, and to appear more decided on the behalf of truth? 3 

The ſaints of God, in every age, and under every diſpenſation, 


have had their peculiar trials, have been oppoſed bv che ſpirit of the 
world. Witneſs Noah, Lot, Abraham, Moſes, and all the Prophets, 


down to the Chriitian era. No ſooner was the Saviour born than 
Herod ſought his life. For near three hundred years after Chriſt- | 
ianity appeared, it was uniformly oppoſed by earth and hell; yet to 
the praiſe, of God's grace, it was triumphant. The buſh has been on 
fire, but not conſumed ; and glory to God, it never ſhall be. If we 
reflect upon the everlaſting, loye of God to his people; hi; almighty 
power; his univerſal dominion ; the great and precious promiſes of 
bis grace, and the tender care he has ever manifeſted for i Church, 
we ſhall find ſupport and comfort, under all the evils of this life. 
Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the Lord delivereth him 
out of them all. Let us truſt in the Lord. Let us perſevere in 
well doing. Remember, Brethren, the cauſe is God's. The govern- 
ment is in the hands of our Almighty REDEENER. A few more tri- 
als—a few more conflicts, and our warfare will be accompliſhed :— 
Then all to come, will be glory, immortality, eternal life. 
gome of our dear Brethren,* who often met in Aſſociation with us, 


1 FTT e WER have 
The Rev. BznjamiN FosrR, D. D. of the City of New-York. He was ſev- 


eral years Paſtor of the Church in Leiceſter, and was a member of this Aſſociation. 


We have been informed from good authority, that he died in the triumphs of faith. 
The other perſon referred to, was our much eſteemed Brother, Deacon Rictanp 
GrDLey, member of the firſt Baptiſt Church in Boſton. He was a judicicus, up- 
right and uniform Chriſtian. For near half a century, was a uſeſul member in the 
Church of Chriſt, He came to his grave in a full age, like a ſhock of corn comiag 
in, in his ſeaſon, He died t. 10. 


* 


* T 2 Trae b 
bo. N f 9 * 8 * 
e Ts” . * F 3 
Sas * \ 3'Y 4 i hk * 
- | > SAT \ * * e 
» 4 * bw. 5 \ * 4 
5 * * 3 * "ol by "$i +8 1 
WS 3 ns ee 88 
5 , 3 Bn 4 PR $4 * . 72 
* Pe FL 1 3 
« IF a Lg yh", he 5 
— 9 * es + by * & : 5 
ag _—_— 7 Ho Fs ; 8 7 8 9 9. f 
* i F x : L - 41 N - * 7 
3 % , v5 4 7 8 — - 2 
IF 2 . 4 of 2 wy w * 4 * * * * 2 
SE A * 9 8 g 8 . G a ; 
9 . 2 vun 9 0 * - - 
2 * : 
$ x... *% | 2 8 — 5 . 
e . 1 7 We "+ * 
, _ 4 * 2 2 * * LE 
- * * EC £ * T * - Fo ? 
Y b | 8 , 
2 13 1 d . 
1 : 1 : 


we be 0 
followers of them, who are now inheriting the promilſes ! May the 
grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the love of God the Father, and the 


* _ have arrived to the peaceful haven of etertal reſt. | May 


4 
11 


communion of the Holy Ghoſt, be with you all. Amen. 
The WARREN ASSOCIATION, met in Barnſtable, September 1t 
4 and 12, 1798, to the ſeveral. Associarions in our Correſpondence, 
4 | fendeth Chriſtian Salutation. 15 1 


| Mae d i n 
uy E live in a period * by the moſt remarkable 
N ; and intereſting events. Near half of Europe is in a ſtate of 
} revolution, and the ſame ſentiments are extending to other quarters 
of the globe. The prophecies relating to the vers. Bried of the Papal 
5 tyranny are rapidly fulfilling. Superſtition and idolatry are ſuperſed- 
| | ed by infidelity and atheiſm. Men are ſeldom free from prepoſſeſſion and 
1 bias; and very commonly vibrate from one extreme to another. 
Thus while they are trying to diſengage themſelves from the ſhac- 
} kles of bigotry and ſuperſtition, they mſenſibly fall into thoſe demoral- 
:  izing ſentiments which tend to leſſen their eſteem for the truth, if 
not wholly to eſpouſe the cauſe of error. PTA 
Eg . Beloved, we have need to watch on the right hand and left, and 
© abſtain from all appearance of evil, both in principle and practice. 
* Let us not adopt any thing for truth merely becauſe our fathers 
3 believed it, nor reject any truth which they believed and practiſed, for 
3 the ſake of ſhowing ourſelves wiſer than they. Every part of ſacred 
1 truth is precious, and we are by no means at liberty to yield a ſingle 
1 article in favour of the moſt popular error. „„ 
| We are happy, dear Brethren, to find by our correſpondence with 
you, that on theſe points you entertain the ſame ſentiments with our- 
ſelves. It is with pleaſure that we offfferve an increaſing union of ſen- 
timent, both in doctrine and practice, among the different Aſſociations. 
We hope the time is not far diſtant, when we ſhall all be perfedly 
joined in one judgment, and ſhall all ſpeak the ſame things. 
| We aſk a continuance of your friendly correſpondence, and with it 
1 were in our power to communicate to you a more intereſting aecount 
5 of our churches. But alas ! we have great reaſon for mourning, 
| lamèntation and ſelf-abaſement. The uncentral ſituation of our pre- 
[ ** meeting has prevented many of our churches from attending at 
8 | T5 time. rs . 4 | ft | ke | 6 ; a : 8 
Brethren, pray for us, and God forbid that we ſhould negle to 
pray for you and all the other branches of Zion, Wiſhing you an 
increaſe of light, knowledge, love and holingſs, with a continu ac- 
ceſſion of numbers of ſuch as ſhall be ſaved in the day of the Lord 
Jeſus, we ſubſcribe ourſelves yours in the faith and fellowſhip of the 
| _ goſpel, 3% e | 14 v2 2 
Signed in behalf of the 
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OMAS- BALDWIN, Moderater 
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